
DULUTH PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

City Council Chambers 
AGENDA 

 
 
1. Roll call 

 
2. Carl Green appeal 

 
3. Approval of previous meeting minutes  

 
4. New business 

 
4.1 2015 meeting schedule 
 
4.2 14PUC-004 - RESOLUTION OF THE DULUTH PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY OF DULUTH ADOPT A NO-LOSS POLICY FOR 
WETLANDS. 

 
5. Updates from staff 

 
6. Upcoming Council actions 

 
7. Commissioner questions or comments 

 
8. Preview of upcoming business 
 





Response to Carl Green Appeal  
  
Mr. Green appears to be appealing the amounts owed at 611 East Sixth Street, Duluth, MN 
55805.  The above named location was condemned and no request for service shut off was 
brought to Comfort Systems.  As a result, we did not shut off the water to the dwelling.   
 
In March 2014, we replaced the meter and frozen pipe in the basement of the dwelling and 
informed owner he needed to get heat into the basement in order to keep pipes from freezing.  
Subsequently, the ERT (Electronic Read Transmitter) was not operable, and, in July 2014, we 
replaced that unit as well.  At the time of replacement, we read the meter manually and 
discovered there had been usage from March to July.  We billed Mr. Green for the usage as 
shown on the meter (see attached work orders). 
 
At the time, there were tenants in the dwelling and we were unaware the dwelling had been 
condemned.  Mr. Green did make payment arrangements with Jim Benning; however, he did not 
meet the commitments of that arrangement and the arrearages remain on the bill. 
 
I have attached copies of all work orders associated with this dwelling for the time period in 
question. 













DULUTH PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes 
October 21, 2014 

 
Members Present: Councilor Zack Filipovich, Councilor Jennifer Julsrud, Rob Prusak, Jim Ramnes, Linda 
Sellner, Councilor Joel Sipress 
 
Members Absent: Jason Thorsell 
 
Staff Present: Bob Asleson, Jim Benning, Leanna Gilbert, Howard Jacobson, Glenn Strid 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:17 p.m. by President Prusak. 
 
Approval of previous meeting minutes 

Old business: 
 
Review proposed utility budgets 
Notes explaining the cash projection worksheets were included in the meeting packets. Glenn Strid 
mentioned some changes that had occurred recently, handed out a revised sanitary sewer cash 
projection, and answered a few questions from commissioners. 
 
New business: 
 
14PUC-003 - RESOLUTION APPROVING AND RECOMMENDING 2015 UTILITY BUDGET. 
Commissioner Sipress motioned to approve resolution 14PUC-003. The resolution was unanimously 
approved.  
 
Updates from staff 
Jim Benning reported that the West Duluth Reservoir is back online. Commissioner Sellner inquired if 
Spirit Mountain would be using city water to make snow again. Jim Benning said that they would 
probably start mid-November. Commissioner Sipress said that their new system should be ready for 
next season. They should see some significant cost savings from that system. 
 
Upcoming Council actions 
Jim Benning mentioned an increase of about $400,000 to the blanket contract for extra work, including 
upgrades to the system and additional new services.  
 
The budget presentation to Council is on November 10th at 5:30 p.m. Commissioners are welcome to 
attend. 
 
Commissioner questions or comments 
Commissioner Julsrud mentioned a dinner for Energy Leadership on October 28th and a follow-up 
meeting on October 29th. She may extend an invitation to other DPUC members. 
 
Commissioner Sellner stated that she will be researching wetland protection within the city and will be 
bringing forward a resolution in the future.  
 

It is the mission of the Duluth Public Utilities Commission to ensure safe, reliable, efficient utilities services at reasonable rates. 



Preview of upcoming business 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 18, 2014, at 5:15 p.m. in City Council 
Chambers. Commissioners should think about the 2015 meeting schedule. They should also think about 
whether there is anything that they want staff to work on. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 

It is the mission of the Duluth Public Utilities Commission to ensure safe, reliable, efficient utilities services at reasonable rates. 



2015 DPUC Meeting Schedule 
All meetings will be held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 5:15 PM in City Council Chambers unless 
otherwise noted 
 
January 20 
 
February 17  
 
March 17 
 
April 21 
 
May 19 
 
June 16 
 
July 21 
 
August 18 
 
September 15 
 
October 20 
 
November 17 
 
December 15 



RESOLUTION NO. 14PUC-004 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE DULUTH PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY OF 
DULUTH ADOPT A NO-LOSS POLICY FOR WETLANDS. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Minnesota State Pollution Control Agency’s General Permit to 
Discharge Stormwater Associated with small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (the 
“MS4 Permit”)  authorizing the City of Duluth (the “City”) to discharge stormwater to waters of 
the State requires non-degradation of water quality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, wetlands slow, store and clean stormwater before releasing it to into the 
City’s stormwater utility system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City’s historic practices, while mitigating or replacing wetlands, 
sometimes in other watershed, have often not prevented destruction of wetlands as part of land 
development work; and 
 
 WHEREAS, wetlands in Duluth, because of its geography, are generally limited to 
relatively level lands above the escarpment, which constitutes a comparatively small proportion 
of lands within the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an increase in severe precipitation events is expected to occur with 
impending climate change that may surpass conveyance capacity and lead to flooding; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there is a need to preserve Duluth’s existing wetlands in order to effectively 
control and treat stormwater run-off in the City.  
 
RESOLVED, that the Duluth Public Utilities Commission hereby recommends that the City of 
Duluth recognize and implement the following policies and practices for addressing stormwater 
run-off in the City of Duluth: 
 
 1. The City recognizes a multifaceted approach to managing stormwater flow. 
 
 2. The City commit to incorporating requirements for incorporating “Green 

Infrastructure” as the same is defined in the MS4 Permit into its process for 
reviewing and approving projects within the City, which Green Infrastructure 
includes no loss of existing wetlands in the City. 

 
 3. The City establish a “no-loss” policy with regard to existing wetlands in the City 

of Duluth. 
 
 
 
 
 



Approved by the DPUC:                                         
      (date) 
 
Submitted to City Council                                         
 (where appropriate)   (date) 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
                                                                     
 Director 
 Public Works and Utilities 
 City of Duluth 
 
 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
Historical development in wetlands has followed a sequence of avoidance, then minimization of 
impact and finally, municipal approval for replacement of impacted wetlands.  This has left 
Duluth with a net-loss in wetland area despite the No-Net-Loss State policy.  
 
The Natural Resources Overlay of the Duluth Comprehensive Plan promotes protection of 
watershed function for water quality through regulatory changes by ordinance. Five of 16 DNR 
designated trout streams within the city are currently "Impaired" and the St. Louis River Estuary 
is an EPA "Area of Concern" for polluted condition. 
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